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; DETAILED ACTION 

Respond to Preliminary Amendment " .. 

1. This office action is in response to the preliminary amendment file on l/22/04. 
' - Claims 1-22 have been cancelled. '' • • 

Claims 23-50 are newly added. 
- Claims 23-50 are pending in the application.. 

- Claim Objections 

2. Claim 45 objected to because of the following informalities: On page 7, claim 45, line 3, 
"standing of said" should be change to - standing off said Appropriate correction is required. . 

: ! Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed 

759 R2d 88? ' 225 USPQ 645 < Fed - Cir - 1985 )' In re VanOrnum, 686* ' 
F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761.(CCPA 1982); In.re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and,:7n re Thorington, 418 F.2d. 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCP A 1969). 

. A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321 (c).may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). , 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 
CFR 3.73(b). - . ' 

3. Claims 22-50 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of ' . - 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 23-43 of copending 
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Application No. 10/352,417. Although the conflicting. claims are not identical, they are not 
patentably distinct from each other because the elements recited in claims 22-50 of the present • 
application are art recognized equivalent with claims 23-43 of copending Application No; 
10/352,417. . ... 

Thisisaprpvisiond 
claims have not in fact been patented. 

With regard to claims 22-50, the present application recited a memory device comprising 
level shifter, fuses and a required voltage to set a state of the memory device, which is a mere " 
broader version of the memory device disclose in claims 23-43 of copending Application No. 
10/352,417; The purpose of the memory device is to reduce size and manufacturing cost of the 
memory device. f ! • v 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

' - Roeckner (6,041 ,007) discloses device with programmable memory and method of 
programming. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272-1782. The ' 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on (571) 272-1787. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular ' 
communications and (703) 872-9306 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status Of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



D. Lam 

May 14, 2004 




DAVID LAM 
PRIMARY EXAWRMER 



